REGULAR MEETING

BAINBRIDGE TOWN BOARD

DECEMBER 12, 2023
Present: Dolores Nabinger                           Supervisor 
             Bob Evans                                       Councilman

             Melissa Fuller                                 Councilwoman

             Michael Kauffman                          Councilman

             Matt Clark                                      Highway Superintendent

 Recording Secretary: Aric McKown          Town Clerk

Absent: Gordie Daniels                              Councilman

Supervisor Nabinger called the meeting to order at 6:30PM.
Guest(s): JR Bogert, Bill & Cathy Sherrick, Violet & Phil Wade, Tim Harmon & Bainbridge resident.
RESOLUTION #1

Motion made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilman Kauffman, to approve the minutes from the November 14th, 2023 Regular Meeting.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

The following claims as set forth on abstract #12 for 2023 were audited by Town Board:

General Town Wide#327-352 for $15,748.07
General Town Outside#22-24 for $339.65
Bennettsville Lights#12 for 23.55
Highway Town Wide#92-99 for $8,987.70
Highway Town Outside#67-70 for $20,941.00
RESOLUTION #2
Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilman Evans, authorizing clerk to issue warrant to Supervisor for payment of audited bills;
Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: none; Motion Carried.
RESOLUTION #3
Motion made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilman Kauffman, to receive and file the October 2023 Financial Report.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.
Guest(s) Questions or Concerns:  

Gates-Cole Insurance Agent JR Bogert attended the meeting and presented the town’s 2024 insurance renewal premium.  Bogert said the insurance premium has increased $2500.00 from last year, a total of $24,940.04. 

He said the reason for the increase is due to where the insurance market is currently and insurance repair costs.

Bogert mentioned the increase was impacted by the increase in percentages of building limits.

Bogert explained to the town board how insurance companies must submit approval to the state before increasing rates and this can take 2 years to happen.

Bogert fielded questions from the town board on the different coverages of insurance.

RESOLUTION #4

Motion made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilman Kauffman, to accept the 2024 insurance quote from Gates-Cole.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

A female resident from Bainbridge was in attendance to ask the town board if they were aware of a recent incident at the Bainbridge-Guilford school involving the Bainbridge Fire Chief.  
Supervisor Nabinger said the town board was aware of it and stated the town board does not govern the fire department because they’re an entity of their own.

Nabinger held conversation on the matter with this resident and advised the Bainbridge resident to attend the fire department’s monthly meeting on the 21st at 7PM.
DOG CONTROL
DCO Sherrick went over the details of the proposed contract between the Town of Bainbridge and the Delaware Humane Society.  He said he was told by the Delaware Humane Society the town and village could be considered as one and suggested spitting the total cost of $1800.00 between the town and village.

Sherrick reviewed the price comparison between the Chenango County SPCA and the Delaware Humane Society and how often he uses the services of the SPCA.

The town board held discussion with Mayor Wade on how often the village uses the Chenango County SPCA.  The town board concluded to hold off on making a decision on the matter, until Mayor Wade shares the information at the next village board meeting and providing Wade with a copy of the Delaware Humane Society’s proposed contract.

Sherrick said he’d been in contact with the Carriage Driver’s Association in Syracuse about working together to do a winter festival at Clinton Park in February.  He said New York State now has a law in effect, that anyone riding in a cart or trailer should be belted in or wear a helmet.  Sherrick stated the Carriage Driver’s Association does not carry insurance for these requirements.

Sherrick held conversation with the town board and JR Bogert on the matter, the liabilities involved and the necessary insurance coverages.

The town board concluded the Carriage Driver’s Association would need to provide the necessary insurance to come to Clinton Park.

VILLAGE

Mayor Wade announced the village had received notification that the state is giving monies to the village towards their water & sewer projects.  4.5 million for the water and 1.6 million for the sewer project.  The village is still waiting to hear back on their application for USDA and CDBG grants.  
Wade reported our village crew has had some trees taken down by Asplund and is ready for the winter weather.

Mayor Wade said the 4 Towns Forward will meet this week to talk about their music festival and the camping at Clinton Park, for the weekend of July 6th, 2024.
Waded gave an update on the Payne Solar Project and talked about NYSEG’s route for electricity in the village.  

JAC

Wade said the Jericho Arts Council has a new schedule of shows for the Spring, commencing on Friday January 5th.

CLINTON PARK

Clinton Park Superintendent Harmon reported the rotted 6x6’s on the pavilion by the playground have all been replaced and updated some of the electric.

He said a couple of dead trees by the bathroom had been taken down and how we need to start thinking about planting more trees at the park.

POOL

Tim Harmon said the pergola at the town pool has been fixed.
Dog Control Officer Sherrick said the battery for pool’s chairlift remote has been found and is currently hooked up to a charger to see if it will still hold a charge.  Sherrick held a conversation with the town board about the possibility of buying a new battery.

RESOLUTION #5
Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilwoman Fuller, to receive and file reports from Sanitation Officer, Dog Control Officer & Assessor.
Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

Supervisor Nabinger went over the details of the STAR and Enhanced STAR exemptions, in the Assessor’s report.
HIGHWAY

Highway Superintendent Clark reported everything has been working fine, with only a few trees to take down and a couple of snow showers to deal with.

He brought up the mowing tractor they’ve had on loan from Yacanos to try out.  This mower is a 2008 Challenger boom mower, very clean and in good shape.  The previous owner said it was a great tractor and offered to take care of any issues before selling it to the Town of Bainbridge.  The previous owner is asking $56,000.00 for it.  Clark talked about using the CHIPS money to purchase the tractor but would need to confirm being able to do this first with the state.  The town would purchase the tractor and then be reimbursed by CHIPS, once the state allocates the CHIPS money.  The town board held discussion on the matter, the handling of the current shared mower agreement with the Town of Guilford and having Highway Superintendent Clark continue to look into the purchase of a mower.
Clark commented that highway employee Charles Beebe should be with us until the Spring.

TOWN CLERK
Town Clerk presented the town board with documentation to finalize the housing rehabilitation grant with Thoma.  The first is a letter de-obligating the Town of Bainbridge with the remaining funds of $65,800.74 from the housing grant, and requiring the signature of Supervisor Nabinger.  
RESOLUTION #6

Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilwoman Fuller, to have Supervisor Nabinger sign this letter.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Kauffman, Councilman Daniels, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

McKown presented a discharge of mortgage from Thoma, for Sheri Mayes on County Road 38, who is selling her home after fulfilling the time needed from being a past housing grant recipient in 2006.  He asked for Supervisor Nabinger’s signature on this document.
Town Clerk McKown presented the final Housing Request for Funds form for drawdown #13 in the amount of $52,176.51 and asked for Councilman Kauffman’s signature.

McKown said he’d been approached by Elise Craver of the JAC about having 3 additional outlets installed in the Arts Gallery, as well as having an outlet installed outside the front of the town hall.  The town board held conversation on the matter and gave permission to add 3 outlets in the Arts Gallery.

RESOLUTION #7

Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilwoman Fuller, to give permission to do 3 outlets in the Arts Gallery by a licensed electrician and is paid for by the Jericho Arts Council.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

TOWN BOARD

Councilwoman Fuller said she will be meeting with Tim Harmon and 4 Towns Forward this Thursday @ 8AM, to talk about the Music Festival and camping.

Councilman Evans brought up the Pool Superintendent position and addressing the applications that have been submitted.  Supervisor Nabinger said we will look at them tonight.
Evans asked if a bill had been received from NYSEG, for a pole and transformer.
The town board held discussion and concluded a bill had not been received yet.

SUPERVISOR

Supervisor Nabinger asked JR Bogert if a snow plowing contract had ever been drafted for the fire department.  Bogert replied he had not, because the town owns half of the property.
Nabinger confirmed with the town board that the town will not be doing anything with the Kirby Flats Cemetery plaque.

Nabinger said she ordered 4 ‘Employee Only’ signs from Barnard’s Hometown Hardware for the offices in the town hall.

Nabinger spoke on behalf of the Jericho Garden Club and asked about storing some metal garden beds for the winter, inside the town pool or the large pavilion at Clinton Park.  The town board held discussion on the matter.
The End of the Year meeting will be held on December 28th at 6:30PM.

RESOLUTION #8

Motion made by Councilman Kauffman, second by Councilwoman Fuller, to go into executive session to discuss the Pool Superintendent’s position.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

RESOLUTION #9

Motion made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilman Kauffman, to come out of executive session.

Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.

RESOLUTION #10

Motion made by Councilman Evans, second by Councilman Kauffman, to appoint Shane Nordberg as the 2024 Pool Superintendent.
Ayes: Supervisor Nabinger, Councilman Evans, Councilman Kauffman, Councilwoman Fuller; No: None; Motion Carried.
Motion to Adjourn @ 7:48PM

Respectfully submitted,

Aric McKown

Town Clerk
